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For more convention 
photos, see pages 6 & 7
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

DID YOU KNOW... ! e O" spring is the o#  cial newsletter of the Sons 
and Daughters of Pearl Harbor Survivors, Inc. It is published for the 
bene$ t of dues paying members. Please send any editorial content to: 
o" springeditor@gmail.com. Next Deadline May 15. 
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
National President
Deidre Kelley
P.O. Box 1022
Yulee, FL 32041
PH:  904 225-0013
E-Mail: pearlgirl1941@gmail.com

National VicePresident
Mary Haessig Schiano
3200 Osborne Road
Chester, Va 23831-1946
(H) 804-796-2971 (C) 804-263-1950
Email: Pearldaughter41@mail.com

National Secretary
Pamela Frost
2897 Gingerwood Circle
Fullerton, CA 92835
(C) 714-319-0623
PamelaNicholson17@yahoo.com

National Treasurer
Mary Purifoy
7846 Hastings Street
Jacksonville, FL 32220
PH: 904-786-0045
maryp7846@gmail.com

National Registrar, Linda Hooks
1414 Woodville Road
Mans! eld, OH 44903-9478
PH:  419-526-0079 Cell:  419-571-2003
E-Mail:  sixteenpaws@neo.rr.com

Website Coordinator, Barbara Ford
www.sdphs.org
833 Travis Drive
Carson City, NV 89701
PH: 775-781-3555
barbara.ford@wnc.edu

Editor, Carmen Harding
26 High Street
Brookeville, Maryland 20833
PH: 301-774-5577
OffspringEditor@gmail.com

Storekeeper, Deidre Kelley (temporary)
The Small Stores Storekeeper position 
is currently open. Please contact Deidre 
Kelley if you are interested

 CHILD SURVIVOR HISTORY PROJECT  Please send articles and photos to: 
Joedy Adams, 4065 Paducah Drive, San Diego, CA 92117-5321.  
Phone: (858) 273-1036 or e-mail: joedyadams@outlook.com 

 SMALL STORE INFORMATION 
Our Storekeeper, Jack Saxton has retired from this position a! er many years of 
faithful service. We are currently looking to replace him, so if you are interested in 
this most important position please contact our National President, Dee Kelley. She 
will be handling any orders in the interim.

I AM A CHILD SURVIVOR  If you are a child survivor of the Attack on Pearl 
Harbor, contact Mary Ellen Smith and be recognized. Also, send an account of 
your memories leading up to, during & a! er the attack to: Mary Ellen Smith, 5903 
Arbor Road, Lakewood, CA 90713 or email her at sdphs@earthlink.net

NATIONAL PHSA ROSTERS NEEDED  If anyone has a National PHSA Roster 
other than the ones I already have (3/6/1996, June 1, 2005, and 1 January 2008), I 
would like to get a copy. Any others would help me doing research for the Deceased 
Roster. Please send to: 
  Gordon Sparks   email: Cargo549@bellsouth.net
  549 Chadford Road, Irmo, SC 29063

COMMISSIONING OF THE USS JOHN FINN DDG 113
" e date and time of the commissioning of the USS John Finn has been con# rmed 
from the Navy. Date:  Saturday, July 15, 2017
  Place: JBPHH (Joint Base Pearl Harbor, Hawaii)

If anyone would like an invitation to attend, please contact the following:
  LTJG Tyler Barker
  Communications O$  cer
  Public A% airs O$  cer
  Commissioning Coordinator PCU John Finn (DDG 113)
  (228) 935-4085   Tyler.barker@ssgc.navy.smil.mil

 
       

“In Memory/Honor of” ads: Include survivor’s name & duty station on Dec. 7, 
1941 & name/ relationship to survivor of person placing ad.

   “In Support of” ads: Include SDPHS supporter,   
  your name, title (if an of! cer), Chapter, City & State. 

Send ad information and check to National 
Treasurer, Mary Purifoy. Check should be 

clearly marked - Offspring Ad.
UP TO 4 LINES: 
1 issue  - $  8.00
4 issues - $25.00

Your 

Ad 

Here
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Our SDPHS National Convention in Hawaii, celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, was very well attended by members, survivors, guests and 

several celebrities.  Among those celebrities were SDPHS member Robert Brooks who performed at the 
Convention Banquet.  He sang many songs performed by Bing Crosby and Elvis Presley and played a very important role 
in the banquet program.  Child Survivor James Morgan shared his experiences with banquet attendees which included a 
slide presentation of the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  " e banquet program concluded with an introduction of all the PHS 
and Child Survivors in attendance and a request that they share their stories.  It was a very moving and unforgettable 
experience.  Another SDPHS member, Winnie Woll , shared her mother's experiences as a ªWhite Capº in the Hospitality 
Room.  " e convention's success is the direct result of many hours of preparation and implementation by SDPHS members 
who worked tirelessly on the program.  I would like to especially thank Past President Lou Large, Past Secretary Carol 
Gladys, Past Treasurer Lois Heineken, O% spring Editor Carmen Harding, National Registrar Linda Hooks and her 
husband Doug, Past Storekeeper Jack Saxton, Convention Photographer Barbara Ford, new National Treasurer Mary 
Purifoy, Hawaii State Chair Brian Bonifant, all of the District Directors and Trustees, and especially my husband SDPHS 
Associate member Chuck Kelley.
     " e Executive Board met in Hawaii to discuss projects to be accomplished in the next two years.  Among those projects 
are a revitalization of our membership with more involvement from the Chapters and individual members.  " e Board is 
also working on a 501(c)3 Non-Pro# t Tax application so that donations to our organization may be tax deductible.  " e 
SDPHS National Convention will be held in New Orleans, Louisiana December 2018.  Past President Rick Carraway will 
be assisting with convention planning. We will be sharing our progress on these projects with each edition of the O% spring 
and requesting comments and suggestions from you on how we can continue to improve the organization and make your 
membership meaningful.     
           Sincerely, Dee Kelley

FROM THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT.... Deidre Kelley

MEMBERSHIP REPORT ! 9/30/2016 ! 12/31/2016
Carol Gladys, Past National Secretary

Welcome Aboard!

I am pleased to welcome the following new members to our organization.  During the past six years 
as your National Secretary, I have made many friends across our great country, and look forward to 

seeing many at our 2018 Convention in New Orleans.  I do hope each of you will take an active part in 
SDPHS as we live up to our motto: ªPearl Harbor ~ December 7, 1941 ~ Lest We  Forgetº
           
           Aloha, Carol
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NEW LINEAL MEMBERS
Alfred L. Summers  Spring# eld, MO
Christina Heintzelman Harrisburg, PA
Bruce Hosken   Anaheim, CA
Skyler McMasters  Bossier City, LA
Landen Mercer  Bossier City, LA
Aubrey Mercer  Bossier City, LA
Season Mercer   Bossier City, LA
Jerry Orr   Jonesboro, AR
Brylee Deel   Bedford, IN
Hayden Deel   Bedford, IN
Tia Deel   Bedford, IN
Kathleen Ashcra!   Pataskala, OH

John Lisi   Palm Harbor, FL
Brooke Katz   Charlotte, NC
Anne Hughes   Hagerstown, MD
Richard Anderson  San Diego, CA
Donna Zimmerman  Hewitt, TX
Dodi Cra!    Oceanside, CA
Glendel Einspahr II  Elkhorn, NE
Dawn Stubben   Creighton, NE

NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Janet Haigley   Cockeysville, MD
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Lois Heineken, Past National Treasurer

Donations made for the period of  10/01/2016 - 12/31/2016

We thank our Donors for their 
Kindness and Generosity%

GENERAL FUND
Gary Baker

Neil Crossley
David Karp

Richard Hugen
Keith Cavallero

Capt. Ralph Laedtke
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Bronson Metz
Margaret Unger
Bernard Large
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DEATH NOTICES OF PEARL HARBOR SURVIVORS 
SHOULD BE SENT TO THREE PLACES: 

   (1) Gordon Sparks, 549 Chadford Road, Irmo, SC 29063 or e-mail to: 
   cargo549@bellsouth.net

   (2) For publication in our newsletter send to our Offspring Editor,
  Carmen Harding at OffspringEditor@gmail.com

   (3) For publication in the Paci! c Historic Parks Newsletter send to:   
  Edean Saito, Paci! c Historic Parks, 
  94-1187 Ka Uka Blvd. Waipahu, HI 96797 
  Phone  (808) 954-8711 ~ Cell ~ (808) 391-4834    
  E-mail address: esaito@paci" chistoricparks.org 

  (4) Also please send to:    
  William Muelheib, National President, Emeritus, PHSA at  
         motivator2@verizon.net 
                    
         Please include Name, Duty Station and date of death 

PH & Child Survivor History
Sheryl Wright
Michael Kares

Florence Strawser
Louella Large

Wendy Masters
 MEMORIAL FUND

Martha Hodnett
Don Jensen
Gary Chabot
Susan Roman

BEGINNING BALANCE, 1/01/16
GENERAL FUND .................................18,599.93
MEMORIAL FUND .................................. 244.00
SCHOLARSHIP FUND ......................... 1,024.34 
CONVENTION FUND .........................  ...878.37
PH/CHILD SURVIVOR HISTORY.........  ...20.00
TOTAL .............................................................. $20,766.64
Income      
 Annual Dues      *   9,870.00  
 Donations to General Fund        2,126.69  
 Donations to Memorial Fund           275.00
 Donations to Scholarship Fund           495.00
 Donations Convention Fund      70,235.00 
 History Project                        245.00 
 New Member Fees                   2,910.00  
 New Chapter Fees                25.00                    
 Small Stores                6,893.10
 O% spring Ads                     157.00 
 Miscellaneous     0
 E-Board Meetings    0
 Bank Fees      0
 TOTAL INCOME.......................................... *93,231.79  
Expenses     
 Florida Dept. of State                   70.00
 Indiana  Sec of State    0
 Ohio Sec. of State    0
 E-Board Meetings          4,740.23  
 National President    0     
 National Secretary    0         
 National Treasurer    0
 National Registrar                    628.48
 National Historian    0
 Memorial wreaths              560.90
 O% spring: Printing/postage         3,134.65 
 Small Stores Inventory                  6,023.84
 New Chapter Start-up   0
 Chapter Membership Awards           500.00
 Stamp, Postage, O$  ce Supplies         2,231.50
 Returned Checks              438.00 
 Bank Fees                   24.00
 Website Support    0
 Donation to PHS for Indy           250.00 
 Memorial Fund     0
 Scholarship Fund          1,000.00
 Convention Fund        62,113.89 
 Trademark Expense    0
National O$  ce Transfer   0 
TOTAL EXPENSE.............................................*81,715.49
ENDING BALANCE, 12/30/2016....................  *32,282.94
Book Ending Balance, 12/30/2016.................... *26,464.82
 Outstanding checks  2369       *203.98 
   2373     1,220.01 
   2374  295.77 
   2375  481.00 
   2376     1,271.59 
   2378     1,473.58 
   2379  872.19 

NAME

Our Survivors 
who have recently passed..

DATE OF DEATHDUTY STATION

Herbert Weatherwax (HI)  Scho# eld Bks, 35th Inf. reg. 12/12/2016
Robert E. Coyne (FL) USS Hull    11/25/2016 
Samuel B. Frye# eld (OR) USS Detroit  07/30/2016
Gerald T. Cleveland (SC) Scho# eld Barracks  01/07/2017
Pasquale J. (Pat) Librie Scho# eld Barracks  02/11/2017
" omas Petso (CO)  Scho# eld Barracks  02/06/2017
Maxwell V. Burggraaf (UT) USS Nevada  01/12/2017
Paul Mitchel LaChappell (CA) USS Pennsylvania  10/??/2016
Herman H. Horn (KY) Fort Weaver  02/24/2017
Anthony ªTonyº Gellepis (CA)  USS Vega, AK-17  11/29/2016

Child Survivor recently passed...
Charles Fleming Ide (CA)  Child Survivor  12/06/2016

Our Fathers, Our Heroes...
may they rest in peace.
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DISTRICT, STATE, CHAPTER REPORTS, continued on P. 11
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NEBRASKA by JoLynn ! orson
My husband, Steve and I 
attended the 75th Pearl Harbor 
Commemoration last week. Our two 
year old granddaughter, Giuliana was 
watching the ceremony back home 
in Omaha, NE at the same time.  This 
was her response.  It says it all.  May 
she continue to remember that day 
and honor the memory of her Great-
Grandfather, Kenneth G. Thorson.

ARIZONA CHAPTER 1   by Dorothy Williamson, Treasurer
Arizona was well represented in Hawaii for the 75th Anniversary 
Commemoration of the attack on Pearl Harbor. " ere were four 
active Chapter members from Prescott:  Bill Williamson, Jr., 
PhD-Chapter President and AZ State Chair, Dot Williamson-
Chapter Treasurer, Wendy Jones (daughter of the Williamsons), 
and Bill Smith. Also from AZ were Frank Hoak, III from 
Fountain Hills, and Jack Saxton from Chandler.  Joining our 
AZ group from Washington, DC, 
were our son, Will Williamson, III, 
PhD-former U.S. Marine pilot and 
his wife, Alona.

" e Williamson family participated, 
on December 5th, in a private U.S. 
Navy boat tour of Pearl Harbor 
and Ford Island that included a 
visit to the Arizona Memorial. On 
December 7th the family attended 
the ceremony honoring the Pearl 
Harbor Survivors at Ft. DeRussy 
preceeding the parade. " ey then 
marched in the parade down 
Kalakaua Ave. in Waikiki and were amazed at the size of the 
crowds lining the street and cheering the Survivors, the Grand 
Marshall, Gary Sinese, and the 107 marching bands, + oats, 
and groups. " ere were nearly 100 SDPHS members and their 
families marching in the parade.

Upon their return to Arizona the Williamsons put together a 
PowerPoint presentation to share their photos and stories  of the 
December events with Chapter members at their February meeting.

Bill Williamson, Jr. is a Child Survivor  whose father was stationed 
aboard the U.S.S. Pennsylvania. On the day of the attack his dad 
reported for duty and was not seen again by his family until he 
met them on the pier in San Francisco a! er they were evacuated 
from Hawaii on Christmas day. Unknown to them Bill, Sr.'s ship 
was part of the convoy escorting the Matson ship, Lurline, # lled 
with military family evacuees, to the U.S. mainland.

MARYLAND CHAPTER 1 by Flo Strawser, Vice President 
All 100 plus attendees 
were welcomed aboard the 
USCGC Taney, December 
7, 2016 to participate or 
observe the annual Pearl 
Harbor Memorial Ceremony, 
sponsored and planned 
by the Historic Ships in 

Baltimore. " e ceremony featured the keynote address by MGEN 
John J. Broadmeadow, USMC, special remarks by Paul Travers, 
son of Herman Travers, PHS, and author of EYEWITNESS TO 
INFAMY, and very honored
guest, " omas Talbott, Pearl 
Harbor Survivor. Mr. Travers, 
accompanied by his sister 
Rebecca Schuch, represented 
the Sons and Daughters of 
Pearl Harbor Survivors. He 
shared several accounts of 
Marylanders who witnessed 
the horri# c scene 75 years 
ago and survived.  Always part of the program are the Pledge of 
Allegiance, the National Anthem, St. Andrew's Society Memorial, 
the Wreath memorial, ªTapsº, and concluding with ªAmazing 
Graceº on the bagpipes, and the Retirement of Colors. " e 
USCGC Taney is the last ship + oating that fought in the attack 
on Pearl Harbor.

US Coast Guard Cutter Taney

! omas Talbott, PHS, and Florence 
Strawser, MD Chapter V. President

EWA FIELD SURVIVOR'S STORY submitted by John Bond
98-year-old Eugene Leonard of Chula Vista, CA + ew to Oahu for the 75th Anniversary of Pearl 
Harbor on December 7th. " e Kansas native was stationed at Marine Corps Air Station Ewa, west 
of Pearl Harbor, and was targeted by some of the earliest bullets # red on that ªDay of Infamy.º 
He found shelter in a scorpion and spider infested hole that had been used as part of a dirigible 
program in World War I. 

ªI was trying to get away from the bullets is all I knew,º you'll hear Gene explain. Gene and 
his fellow Marines were virtually defenseless. " ey had few weapons and zero ammunition. 
When he emerged from his hiding place, he witnessed a chaotic scene which would leave all 
of the base's aircra!  destroyed. ªAirplanes on # re. Piles of planes a-burning,º he remembers. 
ªAll that fuel needed to be burnt. It was burning everywhere.º Four Marines and two civilians were killed at Ewa Field that day. 
Leonard is thankful he wasn't one of them. 

Catch the rest of his 1941 memories on Hometown Heroes, and for his complete original interview, listen to episode ;389. " is is a 
good interview - # rst quarter about Ewa Field attack.   http://www.hometownheroesradio.com/mp3/GENELPOD.mp3
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DISTRICT, STATE, CHAPTER REPORTS 

IN LOVING MEMORY of my dad, Lt. Joy W. Beezley; 
USN Retired, USS Medusa (AR1) 
           Carol L. Gladys and Family

IN MEMORY OF BILL ECKEL
              Howard Snell

CALIFORNIA by Kathleen Farley, CA State Chair, Chapter 5 President
     On Wednesday, December 7th, Mount Diablo's Beacon will be relit by survivors of 
Pearl Harbor. " e Sons & Daughters of Pearl Harbor Survivors, Chapter 5 are pleased 
to co-sponsor this 53rd Annual National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day Ceremony 
with Save Mount Diablo.
     ª" e Beacon lighting is a tribute to those individuals that lost their lives at Pearl Harborº, 
says Earl ªChuckº Kohler, one of the few remaining survivors in Contra Costa County. " e 
ceremony is also an opportunity to honor the survivors. When those who experienced 
Pearl Harbor are gone, the history is lost with them. We invite you to attend the ceremony 
to pay tribute to and honor our veterans.
     " e Beacon on Mount  Diablo was originally installed and illuminated in 1928 to aid 
in trans-continental aviation. It is one of the four guiding beacons installed along the west 
coast by Standard Oil of CA, and is the only one known to still be operational. A! er the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Beacon's light was 
extinguished during the West Coast Blackout, for fear it may enable an attack on California. It stayed dark until Pearl Harbor Day 1964, 
when Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz relit the Beacon in a commemorative ceremony and suggested it be illuminated every December 7th to 
honor those who served and sacri# ced. Since that day, Pearl Harbor Veterans and their families have gathered every December 7th   to see 
the Beacon light shine once again. 

MARYLAND by Anne Hughes
R#%#%&#(~H)*)(~P(+-

       On Sunday Dec. 4, 2016, we gathered in Smithsburg, Maryland to Remember Pearl Harbor on the 75th Anniversary of the Attack. 
To remember all who were there, all who were lost, and to honor and pray for all of our military & emergency services.    
       My Father, John ªJackº Wilson was in the Army Air Corp. at Hickam Field. I lost my Dad 20 years ago, but will never forget his 
love of this country and how proudly he served.  He was a longtime member of the PHSA and corresponded with other members all 
over the country. He sent many photos and remembrances to Leatrice Arakaki at the 15th AF Base at Hickam Field.
     Since I was unable to attend the events at Pearl Harbor, the thought came to me that I could `do something'. So I contacted 
representatives from each branch of the military and emergency services. Some were representatives in honor of someone (a father, a 
grandfather¼)  " ey were introduced, and  Je%  Tomlian prayed over them all and all those that they were representing.  
     We enjoyed a homestyle meal of chicken, mashed potatoes, and apple pie.  " is was in remembrance of our service men and 
women far from home dreaming of `Mom's Sunday Chicken Dinner & Apple Pie'. I shared photos and an interview that my Dad 
had given in 1991 for the 50th Anniversary. He recounted his experience on Dec. 7th 1941. He spoke of looking out though the 

smoke and ash to see the + ag at 
Hickam Field # lled with holes, and 
how he thought of the Star Spangled 
Banner and  ªWell, at least our + ag is 
still + yingº.  We showed the video from 
ª" e Greatest Generation Foundationº 
website honoring the anniversary of 
the attack. Jeremy Johnson put together 
all the video presentations,  his Great 
Grandfather, Joseph Caron was also a 
Pearl Harbor Survivor. World War II 
Veteran, Fred Kuhn, attended along 

with his wife,  Bonnie of 71 years.  He spoke of # rst seeing her at the o$  ce where he went to enlist following the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
Pastor Don Conley's whose grandfather,  Donald Bush served in the Navy and helped to rebuild Pearl Harbor,  gave a heartfelt message 
and closed the evening with a prayer.
     " rough planning and talking to many people, more and more stories were uncovered of families touched by someone serving 
somewhere. It was truly an amazing experience to be able to sit down and hear the stories and share the lives of others with the same 
connection to our military heroes. We had a slide show running with pictures of all branches, including medics, paratroopers, # re 
# ghters, police, K9's,  etc... We also had performances of ªWhite Christmasº and ªSomewhere Over the Rainbowº as these were so much 
a part of that time in history, and to honor & remember all those who heard these songs while serving, and were reminded of Home.
     It was an honor to have been able to put this event on for my Dad, and for ALL those buddies he remembered and spoke of, and 
for ALL those who have Served this Great Country.  It was my desire to share the memories that my Dad passed on to me so that we 
can All Remember the courage of that generation.
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CONNECTICUT  by Brian Welch, Chapter Treasurer, (as interviewed by Richard Meier, Corporate Communications, AVANGRID)

B<=>Q W[\]^ >Q_ H={ F>|^[< PHS F\}€_ R. W[\]^
R[•[•‚[< |^[ A||>]ƒ }Q P[><\ H><‚}< T}„[|^[<

 We don't tend to think of our parents as young, vibrant people with lives before us. But they were, and some lived through very 
momentous times, like Brian Welch's father, PHS Floyd Welch. Mr. Welch, 95, is one of the survivors of the 1941 Japanese 
attack on  Pearl Harbor. " at surprise attack on Dec. 7, 1941, plunged America into World War II.

Brian Welch, SDPHS, chapter treasurer, accompanied his father to Pearl Harbor in December for the 75th observance 
of the surprise attack. Mr. Welch, then 20, was an electrician's mate, aboard the battleship USS Maryland. " e attack 
killed more than 2,400 Americans and wounded many others. 

" e 75 th Pearl Harbor Commemoration Committee sponsored the trip for Mr. Welch and Brian. Brian's sister, 
Laurie, and her husband, John, joined them for the six-day remembrance event.  

Brian said his father was very appreciative of the people who arranged the trip and was overwhelmed 
by people who thanked him for his service throughout the visit. Although none of Mr. Welch's close 
friends from the USS Maryland were there, volunteers arranged for Mr. Welch to meet with other 
USS Maryland crew members. 

Brian and his siblings knew of their father©s World War II service, however, Mr. Welch didn't talk 
much about the Pearl Harbor attack. ªHe now talks more about the attack and his service because he 
doesn't want people to forget,º said Brian. 

Mr. Welch and the USS Maryland saw action in some of the most horri# c battles in the Paci# c Ocean. " e ship was also part of 
…Operation Magic Carpet,… which brought the troops home. " e USS Maryland was decommissioned in 1947.  

 ªI look at my 18 year old son and I try to imagine what my father and others, who were around the same age, were thinking or doing 
during those battles,º said Brian, who served 20 years in the Connecticut Army National Guard. ªPretty amazing when you consider 

DISTRICT, STATE, CHAPTER REPORTS 
MARYLAND by Carmen Harding, State Chair

I*8#(:;#<=
Several of our Maryland Chapter 1 members were interviewed this December. One of our newest members, Brien Haigley, who 
is a Child Survivor, was interviewed by the Balitmore Sun. Brien whose father, Capt. " omas Haigley, was a Doctor stationed at 
Scho# eld Barracks, recalled his experience. ªIt sounded like the planes were on top of our roof, it was that low and that noisy. " e 
phone rang and my father was summoned to help treat the mounting casualties. " e rest of the family was evacuated into the hills 
and spent a week sleeping on the + oor of a schoolº said Haigley.

Also interviewed by the Baltimore Sun was Robert VanDru% , Carmen Harding's dad (who just turned 97).  His duty station that day 
was aboard the USS Aylwin on the # re control director, a system that operated the ships guns, where he shot back at the Japanese 
planes. At one point an aircra!  passed low enough over the Aylwin that he could see the pilot. " e plane peppered the ship with 
gun# re, ine% ectually, before the pilot crashed into the harbor. " e Baltimore Sun article also appeared in the Frederick News.

I (Carmen Harding) was contacted by our local ABC-TV news station. I was able to share my many memories as the Chapter 
Secretary for our local Pearl Harbor Survivors chapter. It was my honor to serve these men in any way I could. In return, I had the 
privilege of knowing many of our survivors and understand # rst hand why they are called the Greatest Generation. To read part of 
the interview go to:  http://wjla.com/news/local/sons-daughters-of-pearl-harbor-survivors-share-stories-in-newsletter.

IN LOVING MEMORY of Walter I Carson, 98th Coast Artillery, 
AA Headquarters Battery, Scho! eld Barracks, 
     Wayne and Juanette Carson, Son and Daughter-In-Law

IN LOVING MEMORY of my Dad, Frank Zwolinski, 
USS Raleigh.          With Love from your Daughter,  
        Donna Madeira

IN LOVING MEMORY of of our Father, 
Leonide (Lee) Soucy, USS Utah, Pharmacist Mate 2/C
 Mary McCormick and Margaret Soucy

IN LOVING MEMORY of my Dad, CDR Herbert Authur 
Franck, Ford Island.            Love you and miss you,
             Robin and James
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2016 SDPHS Convention
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii

Pearl Harbor Survivors, Sons 
and Daughters and many others 
came together to remember 
that “Day That Will Live in 
Infamy”, to honor those who  
survived and pay respect to those 
who gave their all.
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75th  anniversary  
Honoring Those Who Served

They were called the Greatest Generation. And for good 
reason. Their sacrifices gave us the freedom that we enjoy 

today. They truly know that Freedom is notFree.
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SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF PEARL HARBOR SURVIVORS, INC. 
MINUTES 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
Hilton Hawaiian Village, Waikiki, Hawaii 

 
December 4, 2016 

 
Call to order:  The meeting was called to order by National Vice President Deidre Kelley on December 4th at 
1115 hours in the Kalia Room in the Hilton Hawaiian Village. 
 
The SDPHS Prayer was led by Chaplain Pro Tem Kyle Wehr.  Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
led by Vice President Dee Kelley. 
 
Roll Call by National Secretary, Carol Gladys 
     National Officers: 
 President - Louella Large – Excused   Vice President -  Deidre Kelley - Present 
 Secretary - Carol Gladys -   Present   Treasurer – Lois Heineken - Present 
     District Directors: 
 1st Barbara Ford – Present    2nd Pat Smith – Absent 
 3rd Richard Hugen -  Present   4th Gary Gerhard - Present 
 5th Kyle Wehr – Present    6th Al Pomeroy - Excused 
 7th Open       8th Kathryn Schwarz – Present 
     Trustees: 
 Mary Purifoy – Absent Barry Reyelts – Excused 
 
National Secretary Carol Gladys stated that a quorum was present. 
 
The Minutes of the April 29-30, 2016 Executive Board Meeting in Cleveland, Ohio had been distributed to 
members of the Board.  V P Dee Kelley asked if there were any Corrections or Additions to the minutes.   There 
were no additions or corrections.  Kyle Wehr made the motion to accept the Minutes as written, Lois 
Heineken 2nd the motion.  It was approved unanimously.   
 
Secretary’s Report stated that in 2015 there were 42 new lineal members and 17 new associate members for 
a total of 59 new members.  At the time of the 2016 report there were 76 new lineal members and 24 new 
associate members for a total of 100 new members.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  National Treasurer Lois Heineken reported that the book ending balance as of 11-30-16 
was $59,635.27 with $570.92 in outstanding checks.  The ending bank balance for that date was $60,206.19.  
There were no bills presented for payment.   
 
 Reports: District and State reports to be given at the General Membership Meeting.     
 
Trustees Report:  The Audit of 2015 Financial Records was unable to be completed as copies of some of the 
bank statements were missing. 
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Ballot Committee reported that 525 ballots were mailed, with 230 being returned.  The ballot committee was 
to meet following the close of the meeting. 
 
Old Business:   
1.  A dry erase board was donated by Brian Bonifont  to be used to list events and election results. 
2.  The Recruitment and Retention Program.  A committee to be formed Mary Schiano as Chair and Richard 
Hugen as Vice Chair. 
3.  National Website to be upgraded by Charles Tompkins for $600.00.  Barbara Ford to remain as website 
manager. 
4.  Duties Manual and Revised Handbook to be worked on by Dee Kelley and Carol Gladys. 
5. Change to 501(c)3 Status to be a priority for Dee.   
6.  Arizona Memorial Float.  Kyle Wehr now has it and has renovated it at a cost of $300.00.  A motion was 
made by Dee Kelley to reimburse Kyle for the expense, and was seconded by Carol Gladys.  All approved. 
7.  Suggestions were made for an alternative location to Las Vegas for the 2018 Convention.  Suggestions were 
made of Denver, New Orleans, and San Antonio, to be brought before General Membership meeting. 
8.  Suggestions were made for the 2020 Convention location to be Norfolk, Tampa or Atlanta. 
 
New Business: 
 
1.  Kyle Wehr was designated as Chaplain Pro Tem for the convention. 
2.  Richard Hugen was designated as Parliamentarian Pro Tem for the convention. 
 
Good of the Order:   Carol Gladys read a note from Betty Kellner regarding not receiving her ballot in time to 
vote because she is a “snowbird”.   
 

 
The meeting adjourned at 1301 hours. 
Carol L. Gladys 
SDPHS National Secretary 
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SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF PEARL HARBOR SURVIVORS, INC. 
GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

Hilton Hawaiian Village, Waikiki, Hawaii 
December 6, 2016 

 
Call to order:  The meeting was called to order by National Vice President Deidre Kelley on December 6th at 1022 hours 
in the Kalia Room in the Hilton Hawaiian Village. 
 
The SDPHS Prayer was led by Chaplain Pro Tem Kyle Wehr.  Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag led by Vice 
President Dee Kelley. 
 
Roll Call by National Secretary, Carol Gladys 
     National Officers: 
 President - Louella Large – Excused   Vice President -  Deidre Kelley - Present 
 Secretary - Carol Gladys -   Present   Treasurer – Lois Heineken - Present 
     District Directors: 
 1st Barbara Ford – Present    2nd Pat Smith – Absent 
 3rd  Richard Hugen - Present    4th Gary Gerhard - Absent 
 5th Kyle Wehr – Present     6th Al Pomeroy - Excused 
 7th Open       8th Kathryn Schwarz – Present 
     Trustees: 
 Mary Purifoy – Present  Barry Reyelts – Excused 
 
National Secretary Carol Gladys reported that there were 83 members present, the majority vote will be 42.  
 
The Minutes of the December 6, 2014 General Business Meeting held at the Holiday Inn, Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina 
were read by National Secretary Carol Gladys.  V P Dee Kelley asked if there were any Corrections or Additions to the 
minutes.   There were no additions or corrections.   Barbara Ford made the motion to accept the Minutes as written, 
Wayne Lingafelter seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.   
 
Secretary’s Report stated that in 2015 there were 42 new lineal members and 17 new associate members for a total of 
59 new members.  At the time of the 2016 report there were 76 new lineal members and 24 new associate members for 
a total of 100 new members.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  National Treasurer Lois Heineken reported that the book ending balance as of 11-30-16 was 
$59,635.27 with $570.92 in outstanding checks.  The ending bank balance for that date was $60,206.19.  There were no 
bills presented for payment.   
 
Storekeeper’s Report:  Jack Saxton, our National Storekeeper wishes to be replaced.  He presented a possible new metal 
license plate frame and also a 75th Anniversary SDPHS patch.  Both were well received by the members. 
 
District Reports:      
          District 1 – Kathleen Farley gave the report for Barbara Ford.  She reported that she is attempting to reactivate 
several of the Chapters in California.  She also spoke about the Mount Diablo Beacon lighting ceremony.  USS Maryland 
PHS Lester Ludlow spoke and received a standing ovation. 
          District 2-  Pat Smith not present.  No report. 
          District 3 – Richard Hugen, spoke about being a Child Survivor. 
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          District 4 -  Gary Gerhard not present.  No report. 
          District 5 – Kyle Wehr reported that SDPHS members went to the American Eagle Foundation in Pigeon Forge, TN 
to witness the release of a eaglet into the wild.  It was named “Survivor” by the three Pearl Harbor Survivors in 
attendance.  The refurbished float of the Arizona Memorial is now at home in Indiana. 
          District 6 – Al Pomeroy not at Convention, no report. 
          District 7 -  No DD.  Carol Gladys, President of Lake Erie Chapter 2 reported that her chapter has donated a granite 
bench to the Ohio Veterans Memorial Park in Clinton Ohio.  The Chapter members take part in placing wreaths at the 
Rittman National Cemetery from Wreaths Across America.  Memorial Day found them in Lorain, OH at a Memorial 
Service honoring the Pearl Harbor Survivors, and the following day took part in the Lorain Memorial Day parade.  Carol 
was honored to be part of the Honor Guard for a sailor who died on the USS Oklahoma and whose remains have been 
identified and returned to his hometown of Elyria, OH for burial. 
        District 8 – Kathryn Schwarz reported that she is working on forming a chapter in New York. 
 
Special Project Reports:  Gordon Sparks reported on the Pearl Harbor Survivors Database that he is working on to record 
their deaths.   
 
Ballot Committee reported that 525 ballots were mailed to currently active members, with 230 being returned.  The 
Election Results are: 
     President              Deidre Kelley   229 Approved     0 Disapproved     1 Abstained 
     Vice President     Mary Schiano   224 Approved     0 Disapproved     6 Abstained 
     Secretary              Pamela Frost    223 Approved     1 Disapproved     6 Abstained 
     Treasurer              Mary Purifoy    223 Approved     1 Disapproved     6 Abstained 
 
The Installation of Officers was conducted by Past National Treasurer Carolyn Sparks. 
 
Old Business:   
1.  2018 Convention Location:  Suggestions were made for an alternative location to Las Vegas for the 2018 Convention.  
Suggestions were made of Denver, New Orleans, and San Antonio.  A vote was taken of the members present.  Las Vegas 
– 1, Denver – 5, New Orleans – 32, San Antonia – 12. 
New Orleans will be the site of the 2018 Convention with a majority of the votes. 
2.  Suggestions were made for the 2020 Convention location to be Norfolk, Tampa, Atlanta, Savannah, and Orlando.  The 
vote was as follows:  Norfolk – 2, Atlanta – 4, Tampa – 3, Savannah – 31, Orlando – 10.  The tentative site for the 2020 
Convention will be Savannah, GA. 
3.  The times and locations for catching the buses to the December 7th Ceremonies were announced by President Deidre 
Kelley. 
4.  Changing the IRS status for SDPHS from a 501(c)4 for to a 501(c)3 will be a priority for our new President. 
 
New Business: 
1.  The Audit of 2015 Financial Records was unable to be completed as copies of some bank statements were missing.  It 
will be completed at a later date. 
2.  The Commissioning Ceremony for the USS John Finn DDG113 will be held in Hawaii with an approximate date of July 
15th.  Pearl Harbor Survivor John Finn was a Medal of Honor recipient.  
 
Good of the Order:    
1.  Past SDPHS National Secretary, Mary Ellen Smith, spoke about the SDPHS Memorial which is at Punch Bowl National 
Cemetery. 
2.  Past SDPHS National President spoke of the importance of the identification of the remains of those who perished on 
December 7, 1941. 
 
              The meeting adjourned at 1253 hours. 

Carol L. Gladys 
SDPHS National Secretary 
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HATS (Overseas Style)  $31.50
Includes cloth emblem and embroidered “Sons and
Daughters of Pearl Harbor Survivors”
      Men: Hat size or head measurement
      Women: XS, S, M, L, XL or head measurement

OVERSEAS HAT STORAGE BAG $3.25
      Zippered Clear Plastic Pouch

BASEBALL CAP   $16.00
Navy blue with Embroidered Emblem

POLO SHIRT, Red with pocket
      Embroidered Lettering, Blended Material
      (S-XL)   $21.50
      (2 XL)   $22.50
      (3 XL)   $23.75

POLO SHIRT, Red (w/o pocket)
      Embroidered Emblem, Blended Material
      (S-XL)   $25.00
      (2 XL)   $26.00
      (3 XL)   $27.25

T-SHIRT, Red
      Silk-screened White emblem, Blended Material
      (Youth, Large same as 14-16 $10.00
      (S, M, L)   $10.00
      (XL-3XL)   $11.00
T-SHIRT, White   $  8.00
      Silk-sscreened Red Emblem (M)

SWEATSHIRT, Red  $25.00
Silk-screened White Emblem  , Blended
Material (S-3X)

PATCH, Small SDPHS  $4.00      
Embroidered Clothe Emblem (2 ½” diameter)
PATCH, Large SDPHS Jacket Back) $16.00
Embroidered Cloth Emblem (8” diameter)
DECAL, Round Cling Sticker $4.00
Plastic Emblem (4” diameter)

PHSA BRONZE MEDALLION $25.00
 
PINS
     SDPHS 67th Anniversary  $1.50
     SDPHS 71st Anniversary  $3.50
     BUTTON PIN   $2.00
(With SDPHS Emblem 2 ½”)
SASH, SDPHS Red  $10.00
Silk-screened white letters & emblem
BUMPER STICKER  $1.00
LICENSE PLATE FRAME  $2.00
Red plastic with white lettering:
 “Sons and Daughters Pearl Harbor Survivors”
SDPHS COOKBOOK  $15.00

OFFICIAL SDPHS PARADE FLAG 
Double face with 4 color emblem on white 
nylon. Gold fringe (3’ x 5”)  $155.00
 OUT OF STOCK

NEW POSTAGE RATES
>on ALL orders?

$    .50 Q $  5.00 $2.75
$  5.25 Q $10.00 $3.50
$10.25 Q $20.00 $4.75
$20.25 Q $30.00 $5.25
$30.25 Q $40.25 $6.50
$40.50 Q $50.50 $7.25
$50.75 Q $65.00 $[.75
$65.25 Q $75.00 $10.50 
$75.00 and higher $11.75

ORDERS RECEIVED
WITHOUT POSTAGE
WILL BE RETURNED

Note: When shipping orders that 
include multiple items that include 
cookbooks, the cook books will be 
mailed separately to reduce cost 
since books are mailed at “Media 
Rate” (about half the normal mail-
ing cost) and will usually arrive a 
few days after the other items.

SDPHS SMALL STORE ITEMS

ITEM          SIZE           QTY        ITEM COST            TOTALSend Order and Check to:
 SDPHS Small Stores
 P.O. Box 1022
 Yulee, FL 32041

Make Check or Money Order payable to:
         SDPHS, Inc.

For information contact:
Deidre Kelley,  Storekeeper (temp)
PH:  904 225-0013
E-Mail: pearlgirl1941@gmail.com

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

NAME          ID#

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP+4

EMAIL 
Postage

Grand Total

The Store  is a service 
for our members. 
INSIGNIA ITEMS 

can only be worn by 
SDPHS members.
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SDPHS Annual Dues Renewal
(December 7, 2016 - December 6, 2017)

Member Renewal $20.00
Associate Renewal $15.00 ~ Minor Renewal $10.00 

Member:  __________________________ Member ID#: ______________________
Associate Member:  __________________ Associate ID#: _____________________
Minor Member:  _____________________ Minor ID#: ________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________
Telephone: (      ) _______- ___________ Cell Phone: (      ) _______- ________ __
E-mail Address: ________________________________________________________

 Please check if you wish to receive a color copy of your Offspring by e-mail instead of a black and white
 hard copy through the U. S. Postal Service. Make sure you include your e-mail address above!

Make check or money order payable to SDPHS,Inc.  Mail to: 
        Mary Purifoy
        7846 Hastings Street
        Jacksonville, FL 32220

Note: The payment expiration year is indicated in [brackets] on the mailing label.

Please accept my donation for: (Check one below)
_____General Fund    _____Memorial Fund     _____Scholarship Fund     _____ Pearl Harbor & Child Survivor 
          History project   
     
            DUES SENT: $_______ DONATION: $_______ = TOTAL: $_______
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NEW YORK by Kathryn Schwarz, 8th District Director
On March 9, 2017 Pearl Harbor Survivor Edward Stone came over to share with 
me and my husband, Mark Schwarz, pictures of his trip  from 75th Anniversary of 
Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. Ed went with his son and daughter-in-law. He said he was 
treated like a celebrity. He also stated that he never had so many woman wanting to 
kiss him. He liked showing his son where he was stationed on the day Pearl Harbor 
was attacked. He also shared with him our pictures from the Sons and Daughters 
Convention in Hawaii. It was an honor to be with all those Pearl Harbor Survivors 
that were able to travel to the 75th Anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor.         

DISTRICT, STATE, CHAPTER REPORTS, cont.

WYOMING by Pat Smith 2nd District Director
Descendants and their families of the late Marion T. 
Shepherd (Hickam Field Survivor) attended the 75th 
Anniversary ceremony of the Pearl Harbor attack.  In 
attendance were children Pat Smith (Dick), Vonnie 
Cisar (Rick), Tom Shepherd (Carol), and grandson 
USAF MSgt. Andrew Shepherd. " e ceremony was held 
around the Hickam + agpole. " ere were also 12 Hickam 
survivors in attendance.

Marion T. Shepherd was a squadron clerk in the 31st Bomb 
Squadron of the 5th Bomb Group at the time of the attack. 
A! er the attack, Shepherd attended navigator training 
and served in that capacity aboard a B-17 bomber until 
he was seriously wounded in October, 1942.

Pictured at Hickam Field.   From Le!  to Right
Rick Cisar, Dick Smith, Pat Smith (2nd District 
Director), Tom Shepherd (WY State Chair), Carol 
Shepherd,  Vonnie Cisar and in back USAF MSgt. 
Andrew T. Shepherd.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PHS JOSEPH ISCOVITZ CELEBRATES 101 YEARS ON MARCH 14, 2017

Joseph Iscovitz, father of SDPHS member Doug Iscovitz, enlisted in the Army in 1934 at Fort Totten in New York. " e 
reason he had joined the service was the lack of food and shelter and he had no home to live in. During the 1930's his duty 
stations began with a two year stint in the Panama Canal and then in 1937 he was transferred to the Philippines where  he 
was stationed at Manila, Corregidor and # nally Bataan†

In 1940, Joseph was transferred to Fort Sha! er in Honolulu where he was stationed during the attack on December 7th.  
Prior to the attack that morning, he was having breakfast in his tent when he heard a loud roar over the # eld. When 
hearing the roar, he le!  the tent to see Japanese planes + ying overhead and in the distance he could see the bombs falling 
on the ships. At # rst, none of the soldiers had weapons and everyone was running for cover. In addition to being scared, 
everyone was also angry at what was happening and there was little that could be done at # rst. Fort Sha! er was not 
considered a strategic base so the planes were not attacking that facility, however, as soon as weapons could be unlocked 
they were issued to all the soldiers. Joseph was given a sub machine gun.

During the attack there had been one soldier killed at Fort Sha! er because of friendly # re (a Navy shell had exploded in 
the # eld killing an enlisted man). Later, Joseph was one of several men who laid barbed wire along Waikiki Beach to thwart 
any land attack by the Japanese. Joseph spent the rest of the war traveling from Pearl Harbor to the States. His service 
to our country included 2 years in the Korean con+ ict and a total of 24 years serving honorably in the Army- Army Air 
Corps-Air Force. 

On March 14th he turned 101 years of age.  Upon his death, he will be buried at Arlington National Cemetery with full 
military honors.  December 6th and 7th Joseph and his son Doug appeared on the local ABC, CBS, and NBC a$  liates in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida recognizing his service.  


